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Re: United States StandardsJ"oJ: Grades ofTahl(; GfflPes
(European ~r Vinifet'a Type)
Docket #AMS-FV -07-0140

As a grnpc shipper we have 1100:kedover the pa~t dectde r,tble.gr,tpe p,lckaging and the great improvcrnents which
have been made in de<::reasingthe number of injured berries at destinat:i.on-Om: of these defects happens to be
~hattel:edberries which arc not attached to the stem. With today'~£"Ipes no longer are left in dle bQttOm.of the lug
butmth.ef are stin useable and ffiC!:chaa1:'d.bkc.:ithcrin the chullshellor.t11ebag, these bc.:ni(;;3still remain \;Yt1;emdy
~ound and uscable. I am also wcll aware of the fact that rhe table gcape industry has sat down 1ill.ddiscussed this
issue Onnumerous occasions and initially the reCjtlestwent to the USDA for a 10% allowance. Howeve:rnow the
proposed rul~ Gillsf01:only 5% allow<i.blcshatter.

I therefore respectfully request that tois miOtm(j1:ulr.rw,mc~of 5% be approved and this propo~ed rule becomes a
[mal rule. It should be noted that d{!tachedgrapes which:u:e considered shattered can still be scored for deci1Yand
other defects, however a perfectly good pristine grape detached from the bunch should nor be scored until at least
5% w:a.spresent.

ThercfoI:c ~ttthis time I respectfully submi[ these CQ:rnn1ene5in tQcl support of the proposed mJe by armJuding th:.;
U.S. Grade Standat:d fo1'Table G4!pes as it 1'elate::;to shaner.

S~Y> 1f!~
e1'adR. Sanders, Member
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